=—_ 


C * a « vi - 
0/4 > 4 of OP I; De Ae "_y F ® ! hs o 
C © Cot bs bo ESE F IO, ES. wr, 7 - OT 95, rh SE PS > , FI 
VF LA . 7 No 9 IT A On WOES OR = 4, e; Fe ENS 4 —" = ER - E * 
ad DENT. db 08 6:0 -+M Ro T0097 SER; TO ye 6. DE I. LES F a Foot HP AY, oh 105 oy z : ” Ws; 
SEA wg! Coane dei 7 — «.- OLA TE 77 ; ag; V3 S1 - 24 - .- A « $ 
- 3 & pe” PTE 3-0 Le. b ; > % pP*8y * 4 
44 FE "53" reheat FIR A - - , 4 - . % - Gt Y 
- = [9 MiRa IE RY - - X v 
Oy EP _— "os . ; 5 ; 2 
PS bt, , 
> $8 4p _— Ae: A. © $7 5 
Vo OO EY .. 
* es * X 
4 * - - => = 
q / 
E > 2 a » 
= PL 
- f 4 
"> © £ 
% 4 = PAY 
” A S 
5 #4 e p 
b 
[1 
0 
% ” , 
- : 
* 


THE 


'N ational Sin: | 


An Account of bye bs and Violations 
Fox of O ATH'S among us of this Nation. . 


4 


f.> 
* 


FRE offered to the Conſideration of the High 
| | So PATEL 1A FPEIES 


. 
P b..9 7, 


by HRT” uh 

| : z Gs Fi Y 

| "Ogrey WIR & 7 CY a a Fay : "23 A 4 | 
- $93 Tay. Pe. Wa | | | TAMBRID | 


This is the carſe that goeth forth over the Fx as oft the 

© "whole earth: for every 'one that ſtealeth ſhall be cut - 97 
off as on this = e, according to it ; and every. one that 

5 fhearech ſhall be cut off as on that fide, according, to — 

3, &C. Ze. $53. - 2. ol 


- - a. 


© 3 : - < 


PS, . Licenſed Decemb. We as NE 0. SO 


. . A % FN 
B, "I WFEY PR” : - « : . F as! Za 


hd a 


LONDON: 


Printed, and are to'be Sold by RandaP Taylor near 
- X63 Ira M-DOXC. | 


Panrrarargy”*. 


%” 


IK... 


13). 


R " « © 2x a & mY - - 
. LOS Sabo os ALD FETs 1 - unc———meny— th ak PTS" 
x * z = þ 4 4 m—_y ——— LA LES IAASS FEY EE IT Lhd 

IT ne dn ae. ef ar . A 


. lin. £3 
sS FTE EE WTH 
” T - 
VC, , f > & 4 
a F+ 1 i. 4 
\ XA ® 


+. 


th. to. ———— : 
L238 $7 4%; $3 WS 4 


— 


a” A 2 


£0 Wt. Str ER —_ __ an _ 4 
FTI "1078 NF Fx 
. - 
a - = / bh pg + ) 
"9 Tae . + « >. > 3 £477; 
F 7 . —_— 3 4 # © iS -. & '«* 
E” . 
Ly - 


THE. 


, H AV Eoftentimes lamented 
1 the great Bourtlacour fioful 
WY Nation hath contracted , 
W- through the ſin of common 

\ Swearing , and Perfuty its 
uſual Conſequent; which is a 
* fin very clamorous, and ex- 
N ceeding provocative of God's 


0.19 


= 


Judgments: For, foraſmuch as in every Oath there 


is an Appeal madeto God, That what we aflert is- 


true, and that what we promiſe we intend (0 per- _ * ors 


form, and by conſequence an engagement 


Juftice 'to avenge every Violation of- Truth and *: 
Faith ; it is no .. robin that we read in Hiſtory of _ Romy | 


ſo many ſignal Judgments inflicted on perſons re- 
markabſy guilty of this Crime 3. indeed it is a 
wonder that we take notice of no more. God is 
concerned to make ſome publick Examples, to 
vindicate the honour of his ReQoral Juſtice, left 
his Government of the World be called in queſtioc 
and the impunity of 2097 Uureag become a ſeanda 
to Men, and fill the Earth with the Race of Prota- 
| Az gras. 
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goras, That many are not- ſlruck dead. with an 

Oath in their mouths, or come to ſome other fear- 

ful end, as ſome do, is a. luculent teſtimony both 

»-————Dabit in Iaqueum veftigia nofter of God's great Patience, and 
Ferft as, & nigri patietur carceris uncum, &c. of q Judgment to come; for 
| Juv.Sat. 13- vaſt numbers every day call: 


aloud to God for Damnation; and great multitudes 
increaſe the black Liſts of their Perguries, tilFthey 
are more in number than the Hairs of their Heads, 
and equal the Sand on the Sea-ſhoar. 


eve] m9 There is no man who is wont-.to- ſwear in- com- 

Avogxicy 1leve | 
voxite Phil 

Fad, 


mon Diſcourſe, as often as the. fancy. takes him; or 
Paſſion moves him, or:the Devil tempts-him, but 
is guilty of frequent- Perjuries, aſſerting oftentimes 
what 1s falſe, and promiſing impoſſibibries ; telling, 
Lies ever now and then, and backing them with 
Oaths, and tying himſelf with this moſt dread ful 
| 1 to that, which he never intends to per- 
orm. | 

Some are ſo ſtupid- ( I know) as. to offer. for ex: 
cuſe and extenuation, That they are not ſerious and 
conſiderate when they ſwear in common Diſcourſe, 
but either paflionate, or jocoſe, or do not animad- 
vert upon what they ſpeak; and that therefore the 
falſities they thus ſwear, are very little ſins, or ra» 
ther none at all. As though one ſin could excuſe 
another ; and becauſe it is their wicked Cuſtom, 
out of a preſumptuous diſobedience\, to God's' ex- 
preſs Command, to. cite God at every turn to their 
idle prattle, they may alſo make bold with him to 
defire him to atteſt their Lies, and yet be guiltleſs. 
God.is. preſent, and takes notice of all our words, 
though 


(s) | 
though we are ihconfiderate, and weigh them not; 
and ere long, he that-Perjures himſelt inadvertent- 
ly and jocoſely, and calleth upon God to Damn 
him through Cuſtom and Paſſion, or in Jeſt, ſhall 
find himſelf, unleſs hedoes Repent, through the juſt 
Judgment of God to be daman'd ſeriouſly, delibe- 
rately, really, and in earneſt. 

| What an happy thing therefore would it be, . 
if thoſe who are in Authority would put the Law, 
that is in- this Caſe provided, in ſtrict Execution 
upon all Common Swearers ? It would be happy, 
not only for thoſe Sinners, but for the whole Na- 
tion in General, and every Member thereof in 
Particular. If thoſe whoſe concern and duty it 1s, 
to ſee Juſtice duly executed on Offenders, would 
wholly forfake this Sin in their own Converſation, 
and. fee it ſtrictly puniſhed in other Men, they 
would be the better able to give an Account of 
their Stewardſhip at the Great Audit. And if 
thoſe, whoſe accurſed Cuſtom it it to Swear fre- 
quently, were Convicted, and. legally Puniihed ; 
the Payment. of the due Penalty zoties quotzes 
would make them ſet a Watch before the door of 
their Lips; and it may be forſake fo baſe and unpro- 
fitable a Sin: Art leaſt, it would in ſome meaſure 
exempt our Nation from the guilt of a Sin, which 
now through impunity, is become National, and. 
may. make us-all to. dread the Judgments of the Al 
mighty. ; 

But tho vain and tdle Swearing in common - 
Difcourſe, is the cauſe of very much Perjury ; yet 
' it is not the only Cauſe. The negle&.of puniſhing, 
| | Offenders, 


| (s) 
Offenders, and the Omiſfſion of the-neceſſary Du- 
ty'of fraternal Correptian; has made the: Guilt of 
this horrid Sin redound to aff Orders and Degrees 
of Men among us ; in ſo much, that we have all 
reaſon to fear Divine Vengance ; but this is not the 
only thing that hath made falſe Swearing the Sin of 
this Nation. Gly | 

The breach of a ſolemn Oath , which was ta- 
ken before a Magiſtrate, hath always been ac- 
counted, and for certain is, the moſt grievous 
kind of Perjury; becauſe ſuch an Oath is ſuppoſed 
to be taken with the greateſt Attention and De- 
liberation, and the Breach thereof gives the great- 
eft Scandal. Hence the prudence of ſome Legif: 
lators is worthy of Commendation, who for fear, 
that the multiplicity of Oaths ſhould become a 
Snare to their People, have never exated an 
Oath, but in caſe of the higheſt Neceſſity. Joyn- 
ing of hands among the Perffars in many Caſes, 
was acconnted a ſufficient Afeveration. The E/- 
ſenes heretofore among the Fews , look'd upon all 
Oaths to be ſuperfluous. And Pare tells us, That 


Plato de Legi. 4 wiſe Legiſlator ougbt not in matters of controverſie 
O14. Pag. 987. t0 as every one the liberty to ſwear, becauſe ( ſays 


when all are permitted to ſwear, many will be 


he 


perjured. ; 
But, on the contrary, the Conſtitution of our 


Government is ſuch, that Oaths are impoſed upon 
us for every ſlight and trivial account, and accord- 
ing to the prevalency of Cuſtom, eaſily taken, and 
as eaſily broken ; and by this means folemn Per- 
jury ts becomes a common in, | | 


I know 
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T know it wull be hereufto replied, That mens 

ickednels ought not to be a prejudice to the Law; 
and that this: is the great fault of thoſe who take 
them without due conſideration, and are not care- 
fal to keep then; and not of thoſe that impoſe them. 
Bat I anſwer, -That neither are to be excuſed, bur 
both arein fault ; the One, for breaking their Faith, 
confirmed by this dreadful Obligation ; and the 
Other, for proſtituting Oaths to every mean end, 
and making them common , and entangling our 
conſciences with them for every Caule. 

For there are many Caſes, ſome in- matters Ec- 
clefiaſtical, and fome in Civil, in which the Laws 
of our Land require ſwearing, when for the pre- 
venting of Perjury it might well be omitted, and 
the ends of Truth, Honeſty, and Juſtice, as well; 
nay much better, attained. Of this nature, among: - 
ſome other, I judge the Cafes following : | 


r, When any Tax is laid upon the Kingdom ; 
( for will begin with that , which I have lately 
obſerved with pity and indignation), in this caſe 
in every Town-and Parith there are uſually choſen 
ſome fit perſons to be Aſſeſſors, and they are 
ſworn after this manner: [ Pot ſhall ſwear welt 
and truly to execute the Duty of an Aﬀeſ- 
foz, and to cauſe the Rates and Duties tm- 
by an Act, entituled, &c. to be duly 


and hes wn affeſſed,. according to the 
r $1} and knowledge, and there-- 

for favour oz 
c2teve fo2 hatred: 
11). 


beft of you 
tn. yolr ſhall ſpare no 
affection, 102 any pe 


ay. 
'v2 ill will. So help:you: God.], One would. 
think, that every one that ook; this; Oath-would- 
ſurely act -as honeſtly, equally , and exactly, 'as. 
Juſtice it-ſelf with her pair of Ballances; and: (to- 
apply the matter to the laſt Aid ) our late Aſſeſſors 
had rated -up every man's Eſtate according .to its 
juſt value, as far as they knew, without any dimi- 
nution, or any other kind of injuſtice or partiality; 
conſidering that they tranfated an Afﬀair of great 
importance, not only between the King 'and his. 
People, and between Subje&t and Subject, bur be-, 
tween God and Conſcience, and that they pawned 
their Souls for their Integrity. But this is only. 
the charitable concluſion of ſpeculation. He that 
hath obſerv'd what has been practiſed of late a- 
mong, us, is fully convinc'd of the contrary 5 for 
the Devil has not had a better Market in many. 
years, than he has had now ;; he hath pur off a vaſt 
number of Perjuries in our Nation. The late Taxes 
do nothing near advance the Sums of Money which 
. were expected : and how is it poſſible they ſhould, 
when the Ads of Parliament were ſo much eluded, 
by the ſwallowing of Oaths, which were never kept. 
In. ſome few places, where conſcientiousmen were 
elected to Aﬀleſs, and in fome few other, where the 
Inhabitants felLout about their Aſſeſsments, and de- 
tected - the Wealth of one another , Atleſsments 
were-made according to the end, ſenſe,; and inten» 
tion of: the Act of Parliament. But theſe places are 
but few; honeſt men are ſcarce in the;world ; and 
though there are great plenty of Knaves therein, yet 
but tew .have fallen out- among themſelves, and 
| brovght | 


-. 


__ 


brought in one. another ; the moſt have. lovingly 
combined together to cheat God , the King and. 
Queen, the Countrey, and their own Souls. In 
ſome Pariſhes the Aſleſsments ariſe not to more 
than half the juſt yearly Income of Peoples Eſtates, 
annual ' Burdens being deduQed. This is. payi 
Six-pence inſtead of Twelye-pence to the Paund 
like falſe compounding Bankrupts ; nay, in me 
other places, they have not aſſeſſed ſo high. - Bue 
then you muſt underſtand, that the Aſſeſſors of 
thoſe Towns and Pariſhes were not only kind and 
neighbourly men, loth to diſoblige- any,. but alſo 
men well read in the Politicks. In many places the 
Grandees of the Town thought convenient to 
meet together in Cabal with the Aſſefors, and con- 
ſult of the Point ; and moſt of: theſe Roza-Men (1 
bave heard) have hit uppn..one-;and the ſame 
Nritagem ; which was, .' To make two AſſeGmeats, 
the one indifferently hogeſt , the. other much be- 
neath the juſt annual value of their Eſtates; and their 
cunning has been to offer the loweſt to Their Mas 
jeſties Commiſſioners 3 which if they; receive. and 
confirm, either through haſte, bang about to break 
up, or going to Dinner, ,or one of them being con- 
veyed away before-hand, and given to underſtand 
the poor condition of their Pariſh, then all is well ; 
there is great rejoycing at the ſucceſs of their buſi- 
neſs, but no conſideration what a ſacred Obligation 
they have violated, Bur if the firſt Aſſeſsments. be 
rejected, as it ought to be acknowledged:that ſame- 
times they were, then they have another ready te 
produce as ſoon as they. Rank convenient. 


The 
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- Thelike partiality, and contempt of Oaths, have-. 
mightily eluded the raiſing of Money by the Poll-* 
Bill. The time lately was, we ſhould have gladly 
parted with one years Revenue of our Eſtates, nay, 
with good part of the Principal, to have had our 
Lives, and the reſidue of our Fortunes, ſecured from 
the Dangers that hung over our heads. But we are 
no ſooner in a way of Deliverance, but, like the 
hard-hearted [/rae/ites, we begin to murmur, and 
with again for the Bondage of Zgypr; and ſome-. | 
thing being required tobe contributed by us for the 

further eſtabliſhment of our Safety, many among 

us, I much fear, bave perjured themſclves, rather 

than they would pay their due Aſſeſsment. This 

is the method of our Gratitude ! Theſe are the re-. 
turns which we' make for our Deliverance ! 

But you wilt fay, What remedy is there, if, 
Achan-like,, men will ſell their Souls for a Wedge 
of Gold, and for a little Money render a whole Na- 
tion liable to Divine Vengeance? What courſe 
ſhould be taken to. obyiate this great Evil? 

* T anſwer, When Taxes "are laid upon the Land 
for the future, ler ſome other Expedient be found 
out for the obtainment of a juſt, true, full; and 
equal Aſſeſsment, and this of Swearing be for ever 
hid aſide, as altogether improportionate_ and unfit 
for the end deſigned. re; et 
The happy Invention and profound Judgment of 
our Legiſlators, 'if they would pleaſe to bend their 
thoughts 2 little this way, would (no queſtion) find 
out what may te better. In the mean time, Thum- 
bly conceive, that what I'ſhall now offer, if put in 
| practice, _ 


| ( 11 ) 
practice, would not be altogether improper or in- 
effeQual. Nh | 
I remember in a'Converſfation which I had with 
a very Worthy Gentleman not long ſince, he was 
telling a Story, which I think is not unfit to be re- 
lated here. 


2 Heretofore (fays he) when they kept Lent very 
Rriftly here in England, a Gentleman on a Journey 
came to an Inn in the evening, with an intention to 
ſap and lodge there : but before he alighted from his 
Horſe, he called to the Inn-keeper, and told him pri- 
wvately, That he was a man that loathed Fiſh; and 
that, notwithſtanding the preſent ſevere prohibition, 
he-muſt have a bit of Fleſh for his Supper, otherwiſe his 
health was tm danger: He therefore defired him to dreſs 
- him a Foint of Mutton in private 3 and, ſays he, Land- 
lord, you fhall find me no unthankful nor unprofitable 
Gueſt. The Inn-keeper made anſwer, That he wifh'd 
with all his heart that he could ſerve him, but that 
he could dreſs no Fleſh in his Houſe, nor ſuffer any 
Paſſenger to eat any therein, if he might have an 
hundred Pounds reward : But, ſays he, you look like 
an honeſt Gentleman, and ſeeing abſtinence from Fleſh 
' will impair your health, as you ſay, hoping that T ſhall 
have your Company when you ride this way again, 1 
will ſend- you for the prefent (though it be not for 
my Intereſt to fend Gueſts out of door) to an Houſe 
where you may have what you pleaſe. . Ride,.:ſays he, 
But "juſt over the Water, and. call in at the Crown, 
and there lives a kind Landlady, who will dreſs a 
| Joint of Mutton or Veal for you, or what liketh you 
ET B z beſt. 
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beft. The Gentleman, having that'd the Tyn-keeper 
for his civility, departed from his Houſe, and came 
to the Crown, where he found a jolly Landlady in- 
deed ; and, as King Stephen ſaid at the opening of a 
fat Buck, See how fat he is! and yet I dare ſwear he 
never heard Maſs; fo ſhe was very fat, plump, and 
ruddy complexion'd, though ſhe troubled her ſelf but 
little with Religion, or the Church. To be ſhort, ſhe 
provided him his Supper according to his defire, and 
that without the leaſt boggle, or p A of unwillingneſs, 
and afforded. ber Gueſt her good Company at Table. 
Supper being ended, the Gentleman tells ber over a 
Glaſs of Wine, That indeed he had call d in at another 
Fun on the other fide the Water before he came to her 
Houſe : but deſiring to have a Foint of Mutton, the 
Tnn keeper told him, That he would dreſs no Fleſh, 
though [4 might have a great reward. But how is it, 
Landlady, (ſays he) that I found you fs ready to 
ferve me > What, have you a particular Licenſe to 
dreſs Fleſh in Lent 2 No, Sir, ſays the good Landlady, 
ſmiling ; I will tell you the truth, becauſe T hope it 
will. go no farther for you: This Town is ſcituate in 
zwo Counties, ſeparate by the River; wow in the other 
Diviſion there lives an ill-natur d Kuave, that is Ju 
ftice of Peace, whoſe Cuſtom is, always before Lent 
begins, to ſummon in all the In-keepers and Butchers 
that are under him, and make them enter into two or 
three hundred Pounds Bond (T1 cannot tell which) to 
the King, That they will neither kill not dreſs any Fleſh 
till Lent-is ended : But with us there lives a good 
weighbourly Juftice,' that does but only Swear ws to 
keep Lent; he does not make ws enter into Bond , - 

| The 
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the other doth; fo we come together, and his Clerk 
reads the Oath to us, and we kiſs the Book a little, 
and then we go home, and do what we pleaſe ; we hear 
#0 more of it, © 
Whiether this be. the Narration of fome real 
Tranſaction, or a Story in the worſt ſenfe of the 
term, it is to me very indifferent; for if it be a: 
Fable, it yields us a very pertinent Moral. A Re- 
cognizance of leſs then an hundred Ponnds, is: 
with many in the World, a ſtronger Obligation 
than that of an Oath; and the fear of incurring fome 
temporal Penalty , eſpecially if it concerns their 
Money, is much more prevalent than the Danger 
of Hell-fire. Through the frequent abuſe and vio- 
htions of Oaths, we are become almoſt Atheifti-- 
cal. Tis a rare thing to meet with one, that ſwear-- 
eth to his own hurt, and changeth not. Our 
common People by. frequent ufe, are grown fo skil-. 
fuk in Equivocations, mental Reſervations, fubril: 
DiſtinRions, and the reft of the Jeſuits Pick-locks, 
that they will open the ftrongeſt. Oath (as they 
think without breaking it) as cleverly as-any Artift- 
of Rome. | bs ! 
For the future, therefore, if inſtead of taking a: 
corporal Oath of Afeflors, they were obliged to- 
enter into Bond, that they will well and traly exe-- 
eute the Duty of an Aſſeſſor, according to the Inten-- 
tion of the A of Parliament , &c. 1 am confident: 
very much Perjury- would be prevented, and fuch. 
Ads of Parliament much better obey'd. For they 
who will not boggle at a ſmall Lye, orat fwallow-. 
ing a little Perjury for their Neighbours, becauſe 
£1S 
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*tis but only kiſſing the Book; and then, if they do 
as they pleaſe, they hear no more of it ; will hardly 
be ſo kind as to forfeit their Recognizance, or pay 
an hundred Pounds for their Neighbours. | 
What I here propoſe, is not ſo-unpracticable as 
ſome may "think. In Land-Taxes, the Poor Rate 
of each Pariſh, confirmed by Their Majeſties Juſti- 
* ces of the Peace, may be the Guide, Meaſure, and 
Standard of their Aſſeſsments ; and the Aſſeſſors 
may be bound in a Sum proportionate to that , 
which is to be raiſed in each reſpective Pariſh, to 
aſſeſs every Man's Eſtate according thereunto. And 
in Pole-Taxes, &c. where there is no ſuch Rate 
to be had for Direftion and Meaſure , a Penalty 
may te laid upon thoſe who conceal what they are 
worth. Every hundred Pounds in the Kingdom, 
would lately have yielded its ten Shillings, accord- 
ing to the Ac, and fo it will for the future, if it 
be Enacted, That whatſoever Sum of Money at Uſe 
is fraudulently concealed, ſhall be- zpſo fafo forfeit- 
ted, the one Moity to the King and Queen, and 
the other to the Intormer. And every Gentleman 
and Tradeſman of three hundred Pounds Stock , 
would never ſwear himſelf off falſely, if a Law 
was made, That whoſoever did ſo, upon Proof and 
Conviction hereof, were toToſe a conſiderable Sum 
of Money to be mentioned in the Act. 
 2dly, There are many Caſes in which Oaths are 
exaCted of Students in the Univerſities, which may 
be ſpared, and for the prevention of the danger of 
Perjury, were better omitted. TI am far from bear- 
ing any ill Will to thoſe Learned Societies, which 
I 
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' Flook upon to be the Eyes of the Nation. It is my 

hearty Prayer, That God would continue their prof- 

perity, and that they might never be diſſolved, nor 

ſuffer any Diſaſter till the general Conflagration. 

To which - end, I wiſh that Academical Matters 

were tranſated without ſo much Swearing. What 

an unhappineſs is it, that a young Man cannot paſs 

through an Univerſity Education, but his Conſci- 

ence muſt be bound with I know not how many 

unneceflary Halters! The Oaths that are impoſed 

on Students, are ſo many, and of ſo general and 

comprehenſive a Nature , that it is a5 difficult and 

hazardous to paſs through an Academick Education, 

and obſerve them all, as 1t was in old times to go 

through the Ordeat without treading upon any one 

of the nine burning Plough-ſhares; and he that has | 

been a Member of the Univerſity ſome years, and ,,7*** —_ 

has neither through inadvertency, nor any other Edward the - 

way violated any Oath, is in my Opinion, as won- CGofeſr. 

derful a Perſon as Queen Emma was. There is no= 

thing done in theſe places without an Oath: No 

Admiſſion into any College or Hall ' without an | 

Oath ;' no Matriculation or Incorporation into the ho 

Univerſity, without Subſcriptions and Oaths. By 

Virtue of which, all Exercife that is done there, is +3 

performed upon Oath; and laftly, there is no, Pro- 

motion to- any Degree, either in Arts, Phyſick, 

Eaw, or Divinity , but there is (till new Swearing ; 

Swearing-work not only for the Candidates them- 

ſelves , .but-alſo for othex Scholars in their behalf, 

who, fide ſua data Pniverſitati, aſſert, that to their: 

Knowledg, the Perſon or Perſons to be Preſented, 
| are. 
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are fit for the Degree unto which they are Preſent- - 


ed, both in Manners and Learning. So, that if a 
Debauchee, or a Block-head chance to ſlide into a 
> Degree of Schools, I know not how many muſt of 
neceſſity be Perjured. And yet for my part (tho 1 
know the Governors of the Univerſities are exceed- 
ing Cautious and Vigilant)) yet T will not be Sworn, 
that it never comes to pals 1n ſeven years together, 
'that a Dunce takes a worſhipful Degree, if ſuch an 
Affidavit would gain me the Deanery of Chriſt- 
Church in Oxford, or the Maſterſhip of Zrinity in 
Cambridg. Why, is it not poſlible, that young Men 
may be Educated in the Knowledg of the Liberal 
Sciences without ſo much Swearing ? The Vigilan- 
cy of Heads and Fellows of Colicges and Halls, 
and due Puniſhment of Offenders, is ſufficient 
without Swearing them to obſerve Statutes, (which 
"they are never permitted to ſee.) to keep young, 
Men orderly and ſ{tudious in their reſpeftive Houſes. 
And the care of the Vice-Chancellor, Prodtors and 
Maſters (of which. it were requiſite that a fufficient 
number of conſiderable ſtanding, were every Term 
deputed to attend upon all Exerciſes, 1o that there 
thould never be any hudling over Exerciſes, nor 
reading Solemn Lectures of Natural Philoſophy and 
Morality, to the Wall.) This; together with the 
conſtant Puniſhment of Delinquents by. Impoſition 
of Exerciſe, Fine, Impriſonment, or Expulſion, as 
their Crimes deſerve, would be enough tor the Go- 
vernment of Affairs in the Univerſity ; and I believe 
it would promote the ends of Learning and Piety, 
without ſo many Oaths. 

30,1 
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3/y. 1 wiſh that the Oaths that are uſually impo- 
ſed on Churchwardens and Sides-men at Epiſcopal and 
Archidiaconal Vifitations, were utterly aboliſhed : For 
what goud Ends ſoever our Worthy Legiſlators did 
propoſe to themſelves in conſtituting them, they are 
found by ſad experience to be a Snare, Scandal, and 
Trap to the Souls of Men. A Book of Articles is 
commonly exhibited to the Church-wardens and 
Sides men of every Pariſh ; and they at every Vi- 
ſitation are ſworn well and truly to execute the Office 
of Church-wardens within their reſpefive Pariſhes, 
according thereunto, and faithfully to preſent every 
perſon that has committed any Offence, or omitted any 
Daty therein mentioned, to the beſt of their knowledge. 
By virtue of this Oath, they are bound (among 1 
know not how many other matters) to Preſent a/l 
that being of the age of fixteen years, do not receive 


the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper three times f TETY: 
(CAR 


in the year at leaſt; all that do not come to Church on 
Lord's days and other Holy-days ; all - that do not 
come at the beginuing of Prayer ; and all that do not 
obſerve to kneel and ſtand up, as the Rubrick does di- 
red, during the whole time of Divine Service. Now, 
though in ſome Pariſhes the greateſt part of the In- 
habitants are to be Preſented for negleCting the 
holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and almoſt 
all for abſenting themſelves conſtantly on Saints 
days, and other Holy-days, from Church, and ma- 
ny for behaving themſelves with very little exter- 
nal Devotion C and, I fear, with leſs internal ; for 
when the Heart is humble, the Knee is ſeldom in- 


Rexible) in God's Houſe : yet the uſual 'method of 
'@ Preſent- 


Preſentments, as far as concerns theſe matters, has 
commonly been, All ts well in our Parith. And 
when it is urged to them, Why do not you Charch- 
wardens. Preſent ſuch perſons , and ſuch, according 
fo your Oath , and the Articles of Vifitation > Why 
ſhall we, fay they, be fo fooliſh as to incur the dif- 
- pleaſure of our Neighbours, by prefenting them , 
when there is never any thing done to them > And 
if we ſhould preſent ſuch and fuch Delinquents,and 
the Eccleſiaſtical Court proceed againſt them, and 
Excommunicate them , 'they value it not. For, 
whetherit be becauſe our Nation is generally grown 
obdurate, ſenſeleſs, and Atheiſtical, or becauſe Ex- 
communication has been proſtituted to bafe ends, 
and by the little Spiritual Padders of ſome Courts, 
(againſt the will, and without the knowledg of the 
Ordinaries) employ'd as an Engine of Profit ; *tis 
certain that this terrible Sentence, at which the 
Primitive Chriſtians did heretofore, and all endued 
with Primitive Chriſtianity do now tremble, is only 
look'd upon as an Eccleſiaſtical Scare-Crow, and 
not in the leaſt regarded. As I ama Chriſtian, and 
a Member of the-Church of Fg/and, which I have 
always eſteemed, in reſpe& of other Proteftant 


Churches, as the Moon among the leſſer Stars; fo 
I wiſh with all my heart, like a dutiful Son there-. 


of, that good Church-Diſcipline were maintained, 
Order and Decency obſerved ; licentious perſons, 
and ſuch as are a diſgrace to the Chriſtian Name, 
duly puniſhed 3 that the Divifions and Subdiviſions 


of Religion, which the Devil has cauſed among us, 


were cloſed up ;. that we did all come together into 
the. 
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the fame place, and worſhip the Lord in the Beaury 
of Holineſs, and frequent the Sacrament of Chriſt's 


Body and Blood, not through compulſion, but ſenſe 


of Duty, and an inward hanger and thirſt after righ- 
teouſneſs. But T ſhall never be of opinion, that the: 
impoſition of a difficult Oath on Church-wardens, 
which I fear has been the occaſion of much Perjury, 


* willever bring theſe great things about. Oppoſition 


1s the Bellows of Schiſm ; and whether the Penal 


' Laws againſt Proteſtant Diſlenters have diminiſhed 


or augmented their number, is with me a queſtion 
that 1 cannot readily folve : But fare Tam,That ſince 
a Toleration'is legally granted, ſwearing to Prefent 
according to Canons and Books of Articles, is as 
needlefs, as it is to exact Butts in every Pariſh, ac- 
cording tothe ancient Statute, now Bows and Ar- 
rows are out of uſe ; and it were much better that 
Preſentments only concerned the reparation of the 
Church and Parſonage-houſe,tf need be, &c. and that 
they were accepted without ſwearing, than to im- 
poſe tedious InjunQtions to Preſent 'This and That 
upon Oath, which can do no. poflible good in the 
world, but may .do hurt .to the Souls of them that 
ſo receive them. 

_ 4ly. The matters which are tranſacted between 
Landlords and theirTenants in Coarts-Baroy, are not 
of ſo weighty a nature,but that they may be efteted 
without ſwearing. I am far from envying the No- 
bility and Gentry any of their Honours ; 1 only 
wiſh, for the prevention of Perjury, that the Oath 
which they uſually exact of their Tenants on Court- 


days to make aPreſentment of This and That truly 
| C2 and 
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and faithfully, as the Steward of the Court gives 
them in charge, were committed into ſome pecuni- 
ary Mult, Forfeit, Fine, or other Penalty, in caſe 
they tranſgreſſed their Duty. To which end, for 
the prevention of miſtakes, and direQion of the 
Homage in making their Preſentments, it is requi- 
ſite that the Cuſtoms of every Mannor ( amon 


which the Mul& incurred by making a falfe Pre- 


ſentment is to be one) ſhould be fairly written, and 
publickly expoſed to the Tenants view every Court- 
day. This would be fo far from being any fraud or 
prejudice to Landlords, - that it would ſecure their 
Rights and Privileges better than all the-Swearin 

in the World, and prevent Perjury, Law-Suits, ing 
other Miſchiefs. The Caſe of One-Tenant is-the 
Concern of All ; and the Homagee will ſometimes 
diſpence with their Oaths without a Bull fromRome, 
rather than Preſent any thing againſt themſelves.. I 
remember ſome years ſince I ſaw an inſtance here- 
of : In a certain Mannor, where the Cuſtom was 
(as it is in many in £Ezg/and ) that the Widow of 
the Copy-holder ſhould ſucceed her Husband in his 
Eſtate, and keep it during lite, provided ſhe lives ſo/a 
& caſta, chaſt and unmarried. In this Mannor there 
lived a wanton Widow, that had a baſe-born Child ; 
I expected that the next Court the Homagee would 
have Prefented it, That ſhe had forfeited her Eſtate : 
But I was deceived ; their Oath was not of force 
enough to make them do it : Yet the Landlord ſu'd 
her, and turn'd her out of her forfeited Poſſeſſions, 
but made proviſion for her Children ; which ( he 
ſoon dying after this happened ) was continued by 


the - 


the Worthy Gentleman that ſucceeded him. Thus 
they both: acted like themſelves, very Juſtly, and 
very Mercifully. | 

5ly. I will mention but one thing more, wherein 
Swearing might be omitted, and the buſineſs done 
as well without it ; and that is in matters of Mer- 
chandiſing. When any Veſlel arrives into any of 
Their Majeſties Ports, the Maſter thereof gives the 
Receiver of Their Majeſties Cuſtoms an Account of 
her Cargo upon Oath : But Iam apt to think, that 
a great pecuniary Mul&, in caſe the Account be 
found falſe, would be found of greater Advantage to 
Their Majeſties, and alſo better for the Merchants; 
to Thoſe, it would ſecure Their due Cuſtoms; and 
to Theſe, it would prevent the danger of being for- 
ſworn, and ſued-in. the Court of Exchequer. 

There is too much. Swearing among us. If the 
Quakers offend in defe&t, we tranſgreſs in exceſs; 
if their Conſciences are too ſqueamuth, and riſe at 
an. Oath too much, we fear Oaths too little; for if 
ever that ſaying was applicable to any Nation in rhe 
World,it is to ours, Z/t Pueri tals, fic FHomines ludunt 
Juramentis : Men play with Oaths, as Boys with Dice. 
The Advice of Phzlo touching Oaths, is very wor- Phil. de Deca-- 
thy to be mentioned.. ? is moſt agreeable (fays he) v- 
to Reaſon, for a Man to. abſtain from Oaths, and ſo to 
accuſtom- himſelf to ſpeak: the Truth, that his bare 
Word may be as weighty as an Oath; for the Oath 1s 
believed for the ſake of the Max, and not the Mau 
for the ſake of the Oath. And the ſame Author adds 
a little after , When an Oath is required of thee , do 
thou defer. the taking thereof, that ſo by deferring, 

tn04: 
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thou mayeſt, if poſſible, wholly avoid it, But if there 
be an unavoidable neceſſity for thee to Swear; then do 
thou curiouſly and exattly examine every thing in the 
Oath, about which there ariſeth any Controverſy ; for 
an Oath is no ſmall matter , tho by reaſon of Cuſtom 
#t be contemned; it is the Teſtimony of God about 
things dubicus ; and to cite his Teſtimony to a Lye, is an 
heinous Sin. 

Here I doubt ſome will imagine, that it is mine 
Intention covertly to reflect upon the late Ad of 
Parliament, for taking the Oaths of Allegiance to 
Their preſent Majeſties; and that ſurely , if I da- 
red to-do it, I would annumerate the Compliance 
of the Clergy and Laity (ſome few only of the for- 
mer excepted) among the Perjuries of the Nation. 

I confeſs, I have oftentimes moved theſe two 
Queſtions to my ſelf : Firſt, Whether the Perſons 
of the Kings and Queens of England, have been fa- 
fer ſince King Zexry VN. ordained a Guard du Corps 
to attend him, and all Princes fince have conti- 
nued, than they were before there was any ſuch 
thing among us? For when God permitteth an ac- 
curſed Ravillac to make an attempt upon the Sacred 
Life of a Prince, he ſeldom wants an opportunity 
to come at him, maugre the Defence and Vigilan- 
cy of his Guards. Add hereunto, that it 15 not 
;mpoſſible that they may be corrupted ; and then 
as the jealous Husband faid , Quais cuſto obaet ipſos 
Cuſtodes ? Secondly, Whether thoſe Kingdoms, 


where [there was no ſuch thing as Swearing Alle- 


giance to the Supreme Magiſtrate, howſoever ſti- 
Jed, did not enjoy as auch Peace, and were . free 
rom 
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from Diſturbances, as thoſe, wherein all Subjects 
are Sworn,and the publick Peace fenced with Oaths, 
Abhorrences and Abjurations > For neither the 
Jews nor Romans heretofore had any ſuch Law or 
Cuſtom among them; and we ovght to have no 
vulgar eſteem of the Regimen of theſe Nations ; 
for the former were governed by a Theccracy, God 
was their Legiſlator, and their Polity was immedi- 
ately Divine. The latter People was fo proſperous 
and ſucceſsful in their Affairs, that from inconſidera- 
ble Beginnings, in procefs of Time they gained the 
Empire of the World, and retained it till their ap- 
pointed time of Viſitation was come. Once in an ex- 
traordinary caſe, I find that Fehojada the Prieſt took 
an Oath of the Rulers of 7/rac/, with reference to 
their King, vzz. at the Inanguration of Foa/h. But this 
was an Oath of + Aſfiſtanceand Concealment, (the += 5wramen- 
occafion of which is known) not of Allegiance; con- *» quo 4b eis 
cerning which, I find nothing in thoſe Authors * , bof OR 
which if there had been any ſuch thing praticed in tm & auxili- 
1ſrael, ſarely would have mentioned it. And I know %P-Martyr. 
among the Romans, there was a Sacramentum Militare, * ogy 
whereby the Soldiers ſwore Obedience to their Com- Re-puþ.- Heb. 
manders; but T never read of any Oath of Allegiance Jn Vaan | 
exacted of ordinary Romans. Nay,this Military Oath, '* ** 
which they exacted of their Soldiers, ſometimes ſtood 
them in little ſtead, as appears by the Difappoint-- 
ments of ſome forſaken Generals. For when a Com- 
mander has loſt the Hearts of his Soldiers, it is in 
vain for him to expect, that he ſhall long keep 
them faithful to him, by the Obligations of Con- 


{cience. 
More-- 
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Moreover, I add, That it is a very great unhap- 
pineſs, that the boiſterous and ungovernable Spi- 
; rits of wicked Men, have n:2de it neceſſary for 
Governors. to recur to the Expedients of 7eſts, 
Oaths, and Abjurariors, to ſecure the Peace of their 
Dominions.; by which, in Revolutions of Govern- 
ment, and Succeſſion of new Governors, it comes 
to.paſs ( by accident I know, and not according 
to the Intention of the Law) that ſometimes ten- 
der Conſciences are fcandalized, and ſome of the 
beſt Members of the Commonwealth expoſed to 
Suffer, or Sin, which is much worſe. And whe- 
ther any among us being terrified with the great 
danger which they incurred by refuſing the Oath 
of Allegiance, did take the ſame againſt their 
Conſciences, and fo become guilty of Perjury, I 
know not ; God alone, the Searcher of all Hearts 
doth ; we are bound to judg charitably. But as 
for the Oath it ſelf, I judg it very lawfully en- 
joyned, and very lawfully taken by us; and there 
is no danger of being forſworn by it, unleſs we 
break it. 

Many have written in proof of the Lawfulneſs ' 
of taking this Oath,and that with great Commenda- 
tion. I ſhall not here ridiculouſly repeat their Ar- 
-guments, but only acquaint. the Reader what fa- 
tisfieth me, and is in my Judgment, ſtar omnium. 
That which made many pious Men at firſt boggle at 
taking the Oath of Allegiance to King Wiltam and 
Queen Mary, and which hinders ſome few at preſent 
from taking it, is this, That they have ſworn Alle- 
glance before, to the late King, who is yet alive. 

, They 
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They may not therefore (they think) ſwear Allegi- 
ance to Their preſent Majeſties, leſt they ſwear to 
things inconſiſtent and contradictious. Tf the Obli- 
gation of their former Oath were ceaſed, they are 
free to ſwear. But that this Obligation is ceaſed, is 
evident beyond all diſpute ; becauſe that Quality 
formerly inherent in the late King, upon the account 
of which He had Right unto, and We ſwore Allegi- 
ance unto him, is now ceaſed : We ſwore Allegiance 
unto him as he was our King ; but he loſing the Qua- 
lity of a King, and being dead in his Politick Capa- 
City, tho alive in his Natural, has loſt all Right and 
Title to our Allegiance, and conſequently our Obli- 
gation to him 1s atan end. I believe the late King 
has parted with his Right to our Allegiance much 
againſt his will ; and that with all his heart he would 
recover what he has loſt, and come and chaſtiſe us, 
(becauſe we would not fight our ſelves into Popery 
and Slavery) not with Rods, but with Scorpzons : But 
' be it never ſo much againſt his will, it is certain, 
That he has ceaſed to be our King , and we to be 
his Subjects; for He and his Adherents were Con- 
quered, his Army left him ; and his Flight (which 
is neither queſtioned in earneſt nor jeſt) is a farther 
teſtimony of his Vanquiſhment ; for we ſee that he 
is fled, and has left his Kingdom and People t6 the 
Conqueror, who has graciouſly agreed with the Re- 
preſentatives of the Nation to ſettle the Government 
upon a new foundation. So that we may now ſwear 
Allegiance to King Wi/lzam III. and Queen Mary, 
withas ſafe a conſcience as our Anceſtors did to Kin 


 Williaml. when he had vanquiſhed King Harold, 
| D and 
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atid was received by the Nobility, and crowned by 
Archbiſhop Aldred. 

I much admire, that the late Lord Biſhop of Ch:- 
cheſter, in the Declaration-which he made before 
his Death, of his Judgment concerning 'this preſent | 
Oath, ſhould ſecm to objeA, That 2t is inconfiſtent 
with the Doftrine of Paſſive Qbedience to take it. Con- 
cerning the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, I find two 
dangerous miſtakes 3 the One, of thoſe who err in 
exceſs ; the Other, of thoſe who err in defef. The 
word #ing is an equivocal term : Thoſe who have 

| the ſame Name, have not the ſame Power and Autho- 
rity, which is the reaſon of the Name. Heretofore 
in Lacedemonia, their Kings were accountable to the 
Popular Magiſtrate, called the Ephori; and the 
Kings of /ſrael were ſubject to the Sanhedrim , 
which High Court had power to convene them be- 
fore them,and to corre their Exorbitancies,nay and 
joſeph. 1. 14. £9 puniſh them with Scourging,if they deſerved it : 
cap.17.Shick- whereas the Edi&t of ſome Mighty Nmrods is Law, 
ard Þ. 56. and their Actions accountable to none but God. 
But now ſome, wanting either Logick or Honeſty, 
have jumbled together what ſhould be diſtinguiſh- 
ed : and, as the great Leviathan ſports himlielf in 
the Sea, ſo they tell us, That all Kings, if they pleaſe, 
may make it their paſtime to devour their innocent 
SubjeRts (becauſe ſome have aſſumed to themſelves 
that accurſedPower), and none muſt fay, What dof 
thog > nor uſe any- other method to ſecure them- 
ſelves, but Preces & Lachrime, and flight, On the 
contrary, Others there be,who(either becauſe ſome 
Popular Magiſtrates have in ſome Cates a Lepal 
; Power 


ME, | 
Power to reſtrain their Kings, or. have illegally 
uſurped the fame ) argue as madly from the meer 
ſound of the word on the other fide ;- and contend, 
That all Princes are accountable to the Repreſenta- 
tives of the People, whole Safety is the- Supreme 
Law; and that the DoQrine of Non-Refitance is a 
meer Eccleſiaftical Invention, and Politick Contri- 
vance: and theſe take the preſent opportunity to 
rait at the Chriſtian Doctrine of Paſſrve Obedience. 
But let men abound in their own fenſe as much 
as they pleaſe, the DoCtrine of Paſſive Obedience, be- 
ing placed upon its true Object, and meaſured-by the 
Laws of God and each Commonwealth, will remajn 
a Scripture-Doctrine, as long as St. Pau/'s Epiſtke to 
the Romans continues to be Canonical. | 
But, with all imaginable deference tothe memo- 
ry of this Reverend Prelate, wherein is it inconſiſt 
ent with the Dodtrine of Chriſtianity, to take the 
preſent Oath 2 Does this DoEtrine require that we 
ſhould ruine our ſelves for the ſake-of an Exauctora- 
ted Magiſtrate, as the Servants of ſome Pagan Go- 
vernours are ſaid to kill themſelves to attend. upon 
their Maſters in the other World 2 Or does this Do- 
Arine exact of Subjes to fight againſt their own 
preſervation? This is one ſtrain. above the Heroical 
Paſſive Valour of the Theban Legion. Did we ever 
come to the door-Poſt, and having our Ears bor'd 
through with an Aul, ſwear, That we would remain 
our late Maſters Servants for ever, and help him to 
break his own Laws ; and rather than not be truly 
Paſſively Obedient at his Command,cut-theThroats 
of one another? Or {hould all the Preachers of the 
D z Nation, 


(28) 

Nation, as ſoon as they heard that the Prince of 
Orange was landed, haveleapd into the Pulpits, and. 
with Bellies ready to burſt with the Spirit of Now- 
Reſiſtance, given vent after this manner ; Order ye 
the Buckler and Shield, aud draw near to Battel ; hay- 
neſs the Horſes ; get up, ye Horſemen, and ſtand forth. 
with your Helmets ; furbiſh the Spears, and put on 
the Brigandines 3 beat out him whom God hath ſeit to 
deliver you from Tyranny, Arbitrary Power, and Po- 
pery; P's if he ſucceeds in his Enterpriſe, you will we- 
ver have the honrur to be Fryd, Burnt, nor Roaſted 
to death by the Papiſts; ſo that you will liſe your Co- 
ronets in Fleaven , and have no hope to increaſe the 
Army of Martyrs 2 God hath been pleaſed to work 
a mighty Deliverance for us; would to God that. 
we would once ceaſe to move needlefs ſcruples a- 
bout it, and convert our cauſeleſs Doubts into Won- 
der and Thankfulneſs. 

Theſe are my ſentiments concerning the Oath of 
Allegiance to Their preſent Majeſties : But (as it is 
ſaid already-in effe@ ) it is our great unhappineſs, 
that the Diviſions of our Nation have forced the 
King and Parliament, for the Preſervation of pub- 
lick Peace, to enact a Law for the taking of it fo 
ſpeedily : for hereby (we ſee) ſome good Men are 
become Sufferers. Tho this is my comfort, I hope 
they will be graciouſly pleaſed to take their Caſe 
into conſideration, and mitigate the rigour of the 
Law towards theſe Worthy Perſons. And that 
which maketh me hope ſo, is this: 

I. Becauſe there is no danger in the leaſt, that 
theſe holy Men,and Pillars of the Proteſtant —_— 

uld 
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ſhould rebel againſt a Proteſtant Prince, or make 
any diſturbance in- his Government. . Zhe-Law, as 
the Apoſtle ſays, i not made | a righteous may, 
but for the lawleſs and diſobedient, for the ungedly 
and ſinners; and the preſent Act of Parliament was. 
not made for the Governable and Quiet, but for the 
Diſturbers of the Peace, for the Enemies of the Go- 
vernment, for Papiſts and. Malignants. Now, tho 
theſe Worthy Perſons comply not with every pun- 
Qilio of Loyalty, yet if they live peaceably under: 
Their Majeſties Government, and ſwear.or promiſe: 
to continue ſo to do,, why ſhould not this be ſuffici- 
ent, till ſuch time as their ſcruples of Conſcience 
are vaniſhed ? At Athens, when Zenocrates, a. man Dive. Lars. in, + 
of ſingular Piety, being cited to the Areopagus for a Vit Zencyraor. 
Witneſs,drew near to the Altar(according to the Cu-- 
ſtom of the Greeks )there to be ſworn; all the Judges.. 
uunanimouſly refuſed to let him ſwear, ſaying, That 
the bare Aſſertion of a man ſo religious, was enough. . 
And amongſt the Romans heretofore, the Flamen pur, Queit: 
Dialis, or High-Prieſt of Fupzter, was neverrequired Rom. 44. 
to ſwear upon any account whatſoever ; for which, | 
among other Reaſons, Plutarch ſuppoleth that theſe - 
may betwo. 1. Becauſe an Oath is a. troubleſome. Bdozyi; 7s: 
Teſt impoſed on Free People: but the Body and oo _ 
Mind of a Prieſt ought to be free from torture. 2.Be- 
cauſe it. is unreaſonable to disbelieve him 1a ſmall. 
matters, whois entruſted with the moſt weighty. 
Afairs, and the great matters. of Religion. And 
why ſhould not we Chriſtians have as great a Vene-. 
ration for Holy Men, and the Prieſts of the Moſt. 


High God, as the Heathens had for the RO of g 
their 
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their. Idols and falſe Gods, and not envy unto them 
the Priviledg ; if our Governours, conſidering their 
Qaality , ſhall be content with their Promiſe to 
live quietly -under the preſent Government, and 
difpence with their declining the Oath? 

2. Becauſe we have all the reaſon in the World to 
believe,that it is not Faction, but tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience; not -will to the preſent Proceedings, but 
only Religion, and the fear of an Oath, that deter- 


reth them from Swearing. Do not they conſider, 


as well as we, That if the late King ſhould return, 
(which I thank God, we have no great cauſe to fear) 
he would come accompanied with Wounds, Blood, 
Death, and Revenge; that he would ſend forth his 
Ruſt-handed Apoſtles, the Dragoons, to Convert us 
a la mode de France? And can any one imagine, 
that theſe holy Proteſtants do deſire his Company 2» 
This-Parliament have been pleaſed to Sympathize 
with the tenderneſs of ſcrupulous Conſciences, more 
than many of the former. Toour Brethren the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, they have granted their long-de- 
fired Liberty, And to the , <rn that hold all 
Oaths to be unlawful, they have diſpenced with 
Swearing. And will any one think that they will 
have no Compaſſion upon their own Bowels, the 
Members of their own Church 2 Or that they will 
ſuffer them to periſh, for whom a nearer Relation 
exacts a greater tenderneſs of Aﬀection ? 

3. Becauſe {as the Feivs faid of the Centurzon, for 
whom they interceded with our Saviour, that he 
would heal hisServant) they are worthy, for whom 
they ſhould do this. - Twill not here mention, with 

what 


l 
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what cogency of Argument, irepdi 
and reſolution of Mind, "the whe 
Clergy withſtood Popery inathe worſt of times. 
'The Parliament has been pleafed to take an honour- 
able Notice hereof, and to thank them , tho that 
which they did, was only their Duty. Some of thoſe 
who are now under Suſpenſion, are thoſe brave 
Champions, that took up the Gantler for the De- 
fence of Truth, when Popery and Arbitrary Power 
were armed with Majeſty. They were Confeſlors 
for our Laws and Religion ; and how unnatural is 
it, that they ſhould be thrown down by That,which 
they kept up? 

Laſtly, Becauſe the Reſtauration of theſe worthy 
Perſons would highly pleaſe the whole Proteſtant 
Nation. As no News would be more welcome to 
the Popiſh-party, than to hear of their Deprivati- 
on, and to ſee the Body-politick of Exgland lop off 
ſome of its' moſt uſeful Members, and Proteſtants 
ruin Proteſtants. So to hear, that they are reſto- 
red, either through their own - Compliance with 
the A of Parliament, or through Their Majeſties 
Gracious Indulgence, or Difpenſation with them, in 
a Parliamentary-way, till their Scruples of Conſci- 
ence are removed, would be News, that all who 
love the Church of Eng/and, would receive in with 
both their Ears. We ſhould receive it with the ſame 
publick Teſtimonies of Joy , as we did the glad 
Tidings of their Victory over Arbitrary Power, 
and their Enlargement out of the Tower. But to 
hear, that they are Deprived, becauſe they will not 
do a thing againſt their Conſcience, would be a 
melancholly 
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he King tothe Beggar. Would to God 

therefore, 'that-tholgWwho are in Power, would not 
content themſelves with a fruitleſs and unavialable 
Pity; but now interpoſe-their timely Aſſiſtance; and 


;prevent it. The Lord.dire& their Conſultations for 


the beſt. 

Other Men. before me, have complained of the 
frequent occaſions of Swearing #mong Chriſtians. 
Whether 1 ſhall live to ſee any of them difuſed, and 
other Expedients:made uſe of for the preventing of 
Falſhood (which-we find Oaths are unable to:do), 
God knows. Yet, -why ſhould 1 not hope that theſe 
Papers may fall into#he hands of-ſome, and'be'the 
happy means. of recalling to their Minds-the Oaths 
that they have broken, and make them Repent of 


| thatgreat Sin; And of other, and make them care- 


ful to perform the Oaths they have taken? If I 
ſucceed ſo far, I have part of my end,: which is (as 
much as lies in me) to prevent my: Fellow-Subjects 
from wounding their: immortal Souls. with the 
dreadful Sin of Perjury ; and-if 1 contribute any 
thing to this, I-ſhall judg it: a ſufficient Reward for 
my Pains, A8 Glory be given to God, ' © |. 
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